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Interview with aE alumnus Edmund Thomas Green

Alumni

When did you graduate @aE Studio?
I graduated from the aE Studio in the summer 
of 2021. In my graduation thesis: Homeless 
City, I analysed the pathways into and out of 
homelessness in Rotterdam and asked what role 
architecture should play. My response utilised 
open-building theory and circular technologies 
to off er a temporary live/work shelter to 
selected vulnerable groups. A demountable, 
modular, self-build construction kit facilitated 
residents with greater spatial agency; resulting 
in an adaptable neighbourhood, inhabited by a 
symbiotic community, aspiring towards self-
suffi  ciency.

After your graduation you started your 
own company and now you work for 
MOOS. What does it have to do with 
your gradation project or preferences? 
Shortly after graduating I started my own 
company, Atelier94, to facilitate working on 
several part-time freelance projects. I co-designed 
a cider brewery extension with Bouwtuin, led 
workshops on design-for-disassembly, and 
assisted the Circular Community Foundation 
with their online program. I really valued the 
experience of starting my own company. The 
autonomy of choosing which projects I took on
and the excitement of a highly varied workweek 
taught me that working for myself is a challenge 
I relish. From February till September 2022, 
I worked part-time for Thij s Asselbergs 
Architectuurcentraale. Thij s and I worked closely 
together, investigating systeemwoning examples 
as evidence for the need to transition away from 
traditional building practices. We studied how 
the role of the architect is changing in response. 
I found that the aE discourse had already 
made me familiar with many of the practices 
required of the ‘New Architect’. Since January 
2022, I have been working for In The Middle 
Of Our Street (MOOS). Initially, I worked on a 
freelance basis, drawing construction details and 
illustrating their winning submission to the NH 
Bouwstroom. We found our working practices 

to be aligned and they soon invited me to join 
full-time. MOOS delivers aff ordable housing, 
made possible by a modular, demountable, highly 
innovative and sustainable building system. Many 
of the challenges I tackled in my studies are 
now my bread-and-butter; fulfi lling the role of a 
‘Project Architect’ to design and deliver circular, 
industrialised solutions for the housing crisis.

How does your background as 
architectural engineer infl uence your 
current role within the organisation? 
As a graduate of the aE Studio, I am well 
equipped to the breadth of challenges related to 
design, technology, and communication we face 
daily at MOOS. I am positioned to contribute 
to aesthetical, graphical, technical, structural, 
operational and sustainable discussions alike – 
enabling me to support and advise multiple teams 
within the company. In turn, this fosters effi  cient 
communication and fruitful cross-collaboration. 
For example, I work at both ends of the design 
process. At the front-end, I’m responsible for 
project-level design and coordination to deliver 
on site. At the back-end, I develop component-
level products for our system library. My 

connection to both work-streams allows me to
capitalise on my background as an architectural 
engineer: lessening the gap between research 
and design, engineering and architecture, and 
sustainable intent and delivery. In short, MOOS 
is an ideal incubator for the practice and 
realisation of the aE studio ethos.

Where or how do you see yourself 
in the future? 
My responsibilities at MOOS have also expanded 
to include those of ‘Sustainability Offi  cer’. 
Researching and vetting potential material 
collaborators allows me to interact-with and 
learn-from the cutting edge of sustainable 
technologies. This unique position will aff ord 
me excellent opportunities to invest in my 
education, thereby establishing myself as an 
expert in the fi eld of circularity. However, it’s 
important that my contributions are not only 
ecologically conscious, but socially conscious 
too. Architecture should be symbiotic with the 
roles that policy and community play. I aspire 
to expand my professional autonomy in order 
to make sustainable design more accessible and 
infl uence new chapters of circular and social 
innovation.
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Interview with aE alumna Karlijn Besse

When did you graduate @aE Studio?
I graduated from Architectural Engineering in 
the summer of 2020 with my final project being 
Rehabilitating the Anthropocene - A holistic 
approach to the redevelopment of the industrial 
site of Shell-Pernis during the energy transition. 
The project was within the Harvest studio with 
Anne Sneijders, Nico Tillie and Engbert van 
der Zaag. The project’s focus was on an active 
industrial site in the port of Rotterdam and how 
biobased solutions can be implemented in the 
landscape. The design project shows how Shell-
Pernis has the potential to become a flagship 
site of the green industry where bio-economic 
and rehabilitating activities are shown to the 
world at large in order to educate and stimulate 
sustainable growth.

After your graduation you continued 
studying at Leiden University. 
What  does it have to do with your 
gradation project or preferences? 
After AE, I started my graduation for the masters 
degree Industrial Ecology with my project 
Urban Mining into Practice at the Institute of 
Environmental Sciences at Leiden University. 
In 2021, I started a multidisciplinary design 
studio called Other Spheres (founded together 
with Stefanie Tseggai). We applied for and 
received a subsidy grant from Stimuleringsfonds 
Creatieve Industry for the open call Prachtige 
productielandschappen to do our project Phyto 
Future. Phyto Future is a research and design 
project that builds upon my graduation project 
for Architectural Engineering. 
Together with parties such as Gemeente 
Amsterdam, DS landscape architects and 
stakeholders from the area, I have developed 
climate adaptive strategies for the port of 
Amsterdam, specifically the Petroleumhaven. 
We have laid out the building blocks for an Eco-
Industrial park that does not solely provide for 
industrial purposes, but also integrates the usage 
thereof for mankind and enhances the value for 
nature.

To receive insight into the interests and 
developments in the area, we have created a 
scale model through which we’ve interacted 
with the stakeholders. Afterwards, the scale 
model was included in the exhibition in Arcam, 
where visitors were able to give their input for 
the project.
Besides Phyto Future, I’m involved in other 
projects on different levels and scale size, such 
as small scale interventions at the Marineterrein 
in Amsterdam, teaching at the Academy of 
Architecture and consultancy on embodied 
carbon and Environmental Social Governance 
(ESG) in real estate. 

How does your background as 
architectural engineer influence your 
current role within the organisation? 
I believe that at the graduation studio of 
architectural engineering you are challenged 
to think and design that continues throughout 

different scales. Also, the continuous interaction 
between research and design, is something that I 
still apply in my everyday practice. In my opinion, 
an architectural engineer is defined by the always 
curious character and the tendency to ask 
why and how, no matter whether it is about a 
conceptual project or a one-to-one detail. 

Where or how do you see yourself 
in the future? 
In the near future I see myself collaborating with 
and learning from multidisciplinary professionals 
in architecture, (industrial) ecology and 
academics. I would like to be involved in research 
and design projects related to site regeneration 
and progressive sustainable architecture.
Overall, I want to specialize myself in the 
intersection of sustainability and (landscape) 
architecture and make a change in the business-
as-usual practice of the built environment.
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Programmes
1 Million Homes - Open Building | Thij s Asselbergs | m.f.asselbergs@tudelft.nl  
Harvest BK | Annebregje Snij ders | a.snij ders@tudelft.nl  
IBA Parkstad | Annebregje Snij ders | a.snij ders@tudelft.nl  
Islanders at the Helm - Caribbean | Mo Smit | m.j.smit@tudelft.nl 
MaCuBs | Thij s Asselbergs | m.f.asselbergs@tudelft.nl  
Second Life | Annebregje Snij ders | a.snij ders@tudelft.nl  
Shared Heritage Lab | Mo Smit | m.j.smit@tudelft.nl  
The New Architect | Thij s Asselbergs | m.f.asselbergs@tudelft.nl 

Design Tutors
Thij s Asselbergs  
Annebregje Snij ders  
Mauro Parravicini  
Mo Smit 
Roel van de Pas
Stephan Verkuij len
Thomas Off ermans
  
Building Technology Tutors
Engbert van der Zaag
Ger Warries
Gilbert Koskamp  
Paddy Tomesen
Pierre Jennen  
Marcel Bilow

Research Tutors 
Andy van den Dobbelsteen
Andy Jenkins
Christien Janssen 
David Peck
Elise van Doorn
Eric van den Ham
Fransje Hooimeij er  
Gilbert Koskamp
Hans Hogenboom
Jos de Krieger
Luca Luorio 
Marcel Bilow
Martin ten Pierik
Mauro Overend
Michela Turrin 
Mo Smit
Nico Tillie
Olga Ioannou
Pierre Jennen
Pieter Stoutjesdij k 
Pirouz Nourian
Rik Rozendaal
Serdar Asut
Siebe Broersma
Stij n Brancart
Tanya Tsui

BK Research Partners
Building Physics & Services  
Building Product Innovation  
Climate Design & Sustainability  
Design Informatics  
Design of Construction  
Environmental Technology & Design  
Landscape Architecture 
Structural Design & Mechanics  

Collaboration
1 Million Homes  
AnnA Architect
Atelier Rijksbouwmeester  
Bouwlab R&Do 
Bouwtuin  
Circular Community Foundation
IBA Parkstad  
Institut Teknologi Bandung (ITB) 
Mauroparravicini Architects 
Nationaal Renovatie Platform (NRP)
New Urban Networks  
Openbuilding.co  
Space & Matter  
Superuse Studios

Kick-off meeting aE Studio nr. 29, 8 September 2023
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