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tropical architecture, although now a highly contested and 
debated term, is the name given to european modern architecture 
that has been modified to suit the climatic and sometimes cultural 
context of hot countries. these hot countries were labelled ‘the 
tropics’ and were often european colonies, or countries that had 
recently won their independence. Fry & Drew’s book, written on 
the threshold of the end of the British empire, was one of the first 
publications to offer practical advice to architects working in ‘the 
tropics’, based on the empirical studies they conducted whilst based 
in British West africa during the second World War. the book 
with its numerous illustrations, plans and easy to follow 
explanations became a key manual for all architects working in hot 
climates, and in particular those tasked with designing dwellings 
and small town plans. 
 although the royal engineers and schools of tropical 
Medicine had long been designing and campaigning for better 
planning, improved sanitation and had for example developed 

methods of cross–ventilation, this book became an instant hit. 
‘tropical architecture’ suddenly bloomed into its own distinct 
canon, and by 1955 the architectural association had set up a 
course specialising in tropical architecture, led for a short time by 
Fry. 
 Village Housing in the Tropics had a significant impact when it 
was written on a profession that had had little guidance on 
working in hot climates and on architecture students and 
universities who began to modify their courses to accommodate 
different conditions. although from a post–colonial perspective 
many scholars now associate this architecture as being a 
continuation of the imperial mission, this does not reduce the 
significance of the publication. indeed, tropical architecture is 
regarded as being the forerunner to ‘green architecture’, 
developing passive low-energy buildings that are tailored to suit 
their climate and built with local materials.
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V i l l a g e  H o u s i n g  i n  t H e  t r o p i c s ,  W i t H 
s p e c i a l  r e F e r e n c e  t o  W e s t  a F r i c a

Iain Jackson

this introduction sets the scene of how edwin Maxwell Fry 
(1899–1987) and Jane Beverly Drew (1911–1996) came to write 
this book, tracing their unplanned sojourn into ‘the tropics’ and 
piecing together their thoughts and memories that were expressed 
in letters, diaries, drawings and articles – now carefully housed in 
various archives.1 although little more than a pamphlet, this 
slender volume was a seminal piece of work, perhaps the first to be 
written by architects for a wider audience, rather than a technically 
focused bulletin based on scientific research. the results are 
wholeheartedly empirical, and it has a charming ‘suck it and see’, 
pioneer tinkering approach, full of ‘low-tech’, but always practical 
solutions. it goes without saying that this publication was part of 
the colonial enterprise, a small component in the machine of 
empire that ensured British architects, contractors and consultants 
retained not only the key commissions and opportunities, but 
more importantly, were strategically positioned as the producers of 
knowledge and custodians of expertise. this is encapsulated in 
both the front and back endpapers of the publication that include a 
plan of British West africa, alongside an engaging map of the 

world, coloured to highlight the tropics as well as the territories of 
the British empire – graphically indicating from the outset where 
the book’s advice could be applied. it also demonstrates how the 
tropics were viewed, as a homogenous band, defined as the orderly 
tract between the tropics of cancer and capricorn – nonchalantly 
and neatly spanning continents, oceans, climatic variances, 
altitudes, not to mention cultures, traditions and natural resources.
 Wrapped up in this book, we also see something of Fry and 
Drew’s lives. Fry ended up in africa by happenchance, 
melancholically wishing he was somewhere else, whereas Drew 
turned the episode into a quixotic adventure (discussed below). 
Drew enjoyed working directly with the villagers, and although 
Fry also did to some extent, he was happier producing plans and 
solving construction details. also entwined within these leafs are 
glimpses of their home-life – the book is dedicated to e. c. 
gregory (1888–1959), a close friend of Drew’s, and owner of the 
book’s original publisher lund Humphries.2 Without this 
connection and gregory’s penchant for playing patron, it is 
unlikely this volume would have been published.
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 the third ‘collaborator’, Harry l. Ford, remains a largely 
unknown figure. He went on to develop a hydro-electric scheme 
for Kariba township in rhodesia during the early 1960s, and also 
planned a new town in Botswana in 1975 (Ford, 1975).
 How did Fry and Drew become experts in this field, and what 
brought them to africa in the first place? Fry’s career was diverted, 
repeatedly, by the major events of the twentieth century, not least, 
the First World War had delayed his studies,3 and it was the 
declaration of war in 1939 that was to interrupt his practice, just at 
a point when he was obtaining considerable work and recognition. 
He had built some ground-breaking social housing schemes, 
formed Mars and designed several glamorous Modernist villas for 
wealthy clients. He was writing frequently for the architectural 
press, and was perhaps the most well-known ‘Modernist’ architect 
who was also British (the rest were largely émigrés fleeing national 
socialism in germany). By the late 1930s, he had developed an 
architectural approach which was moving away from brusque 
geometric concrete forms, towards crafted brickwork offset with 
rounded specials, brightly coloured ceramics, timberwork and 
glassblocks. perhaps this work was a maturing of the more 
derivative early 1930s work, as well as a result of his brief 
partnership with Walter gropius, and the school they designed at 
impington, cambridge. Fry rightly declared that ‘War and 
architecture never go together’ (Fry, 1975, 163), and whilst 
reluctantly winding down his practice, he made one last attempt to 
preserve it, by humbly asking the War office for work.
 although Fry’s early career is generally well known and 
documented, Drew has not received the same level of interest. 

Whilst studying at architectural association (1929–34) she worked 
part-time for charles Holden and george grey Wornum, both 
eminent architects, and married a fellow student, James alliston. 
she struggled to find work after graduating and eventually worked 
for Joseph Hill (1888–1947) on public house designs and cinemas. 
By 1937 she set up her own practice with alliston on the strength 
of winning a competition entry for a hospital in Dawlish. they 
also designed a number of private houses as well as an unexecuted 
town plan proposal in Kenya; a preface for what was to come 
later.4 
 in short, Fry and Drew met at an riBa committee meeting5 
and after Fry’s first marriage had broken down (Drew was already 
divorced and establishing her vision of a ‘women-only’ practice by 
this point), she ended up taking him in, amongst others, to her 
house in Woburn square, which had become a kind of doss-house 
for numerous artistic waifs and strays.6

 at the War office in Whitehall, Fry managed to arrange a 
meeting with general Williams of Fortifications and Works. the 
general declined the services of his practice, but offered Fry the 
post of staff captain in the corps of royal engineers. 
 Fry was effectively a civil servant working on supplies, logistics 
and the administration of war, organising the setting up of camps 
for hundreds of soldiers and ensuring supplies were available.7 He 
was posted to Derby and filled his spare time writing.8 Fry loathed 
his time there and longed for something else to do, volunteering 
for ‘over seas’ work at the earliest opportunity. Fry wasn’t the only 
architect offered foreign posts whilst serving in the royal 
engineers, and some of his fellow students obtained similar 
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positions, although it seems none were aware of this until after 
they had returned to the uK.9 on the 24th april 1942, the day 
before he was due to depart, Fry and Drew married at caxton 
Hall, Westminster, followed by a lunch-time reception at their 
favourite venue, The Café Royal.
 Fry sailed from liverpool, shaken at the devastation enemy raids 
had wreaked upon his home town, and unaware of his final 
destination, which had not been divulged. Whilst on board he 
continued writing, having recently obtained a contract for a book 
called, ‘architecture for children’. He claimed that he completed 
the final chapter just as they arrived at their destination twenty-five 
days later, on the west coast of africa.10

 the ship docked at accra in the gold coast (now ghana) and 
although Fry had wanted to leave the uK, he again found 
himself, ‘desperately unhappy. Jettisoned. Marooned in a tropical 
backwater’ (Figure 1).11 He described that despite being ‘the 
royal engineer factotum for the country with a large Humber 
car to take me about’ he, ‘was not overburdened with work’.12 
His friends kept in touch, expressing their occidental and 
romanticised imaginings of africa, including the artist, Hans 
Feibusch (who did a mural at sun House) who described the 
sojourn, ‘since the outbreak of war you have been gradually 
disappearing into an official cloud, being whisked away into the 
war office first, then into the country, and now god knows 
where into the orient; and although you are always very much 
present in my mind it is you as you were formerly, that i see 
moving about, in offices full of gold braid, or building barracks, 
or now sweating in africa’.13 Figure 1  Fry on left, in ghana. photograph courtesy of John Morrison.
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 His old professor, charles reilly, kept in touch too, lyrically 
picturing the african women as, ‘gaily clad...walking like queens 
and the men like roman emperors’.14 there is little information 
about what Fry actually designed during this period, other than 
some ‘useless airstrips’,15 extensions to the european club and a 
Boy scout HQ;16 we know he became proficient at snooker 
(all very colonial so far), and spent time in the ‘black towns’ (he 
was also a progressive liberal), but no plans or drawings 
survive.17 Drew, on the other hand, was very busy in london. 
she was involved in curating exhibitions, such as ‘rebuilding 
Britain’, she sat on various riBa committees, designed kitchens 
and stoves for the British commercial gas association, as well 
as fake factories designed, optimistically, to confuse the enemy 
bombing missions. intriguingly, it is alleged that she also did 
some work for Mi6, using her practice as a cover. she was paid 
cash for these services, which may have involved translating 
documents written in French into english, although the details are 
curiously sparse, as Drew candidly teases, ‘i wasn’t allowed to talk 
about it then and i still don’t let myself’.18 Drew had a thirst for 
adventure and was eager to work abroad, she was also 
compassionate and had a genuine desire to use architecture to 
improve housing conditions. she was also eager to join her new 
husband in africa.
 Fry was summoned to meet with lord swinton, the resident 
Minister for West africa. swinton needed a town planning 
advisor and asked Fry if he was qualified, to which Fry replied he 
was not, but could do the job, providing three conditions were 
met:

1. that Jane Drew become chief of staff
2. He was granted three months’ leave prior to starting the post
3. that a research trip to roosevelt’s tennessee project was 

funded during the three-month leave.

 Fry, conceitedly, thought that he’d been singled out for the 
new post, but it transpired that Drew had written to the Minister 
for town and country planning, Henry strauss, and met him for 
lunch at The Ivy where she ‘put in a word for her absent husband 
with the desired result’.19 this is demonstrative of Drew’s 
approach, she was a ‘people person’ with a likeable character, and 
able to turn situations to her advantage – or as trevor Dannatt put 
it, ‘she was a rainmaker’.20

 Drew wanted the adventure but felt torn; she didn’t want to 
leave her children behind, and in addition, she was developing her 
own successful practice in london, despite being ‘bombed out 
totally once’, where she ‘lost the picassos, Henry Moores and 
Bonnards’ she had been given.21 Fry tried to entice her with the 
attractive proposition that she ‘could have nigeria’22 (that is, to do 
the plans for nigeria, with Fry presumably planning the remaining 
three smaller colonies). 
 the appointment was to last 18 months, starting from when 
Fry returned to africa in 1944. His salary was to be £1200 per 
annum with an additional £400 per annum not subject to 
income tax. they would also receive free furnished 
accommodation in the gold coast, travelling allowance and free 
first-class return passage from the uK (Figure 2).23 one major 
condition, however, was that they could not engage in any 
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private architectural practice, so any dreams of re-establishing a 
london office were put on hold.24 
 although lord swinton could grant most of Fry’s conditions, 
he would have to write to the colonial offices in Downing street 
to explain why he wanted to visit america. He stated that it was a 
research trip that would ‘bring me livelier ideas of planning than i 
found among my own contemporaries here…i would like to fulfil 
the long wish to see the tennessee Valley administration work and 
discuss with them the growth of administration from its small 

beginnings and how they were led to their present policy’.25 Fry 
could combine the visit with Drew’s, who was conducting 
research into coloured enamels for kitchen appliances in the states. 
together, they considered how timber prefab, civil engineering, 
and solar energy for hot water could be deployed in africa. they 
also visited Walter gropius and Drew agreed that she would join 
Fry on the project. they would fly direct from the us to the gold 
coast.
 eager to supplement the basic accommodation in africa with 
some home comforts, they arranged for china from Fortnum and 
Mason, a radiogram and a typewriter to be shipped out, as well as a 
second-hand Ford V8 which was to be sent to the port of 
takoradi.26 in addition they also requested a whole array of office 
equipment, including six double elephant-size drawing boards, 
pastel crayons (‘these rather important’), reams of paper, paints, 
surveyors’ levels, stainless-steel drawing instruments, scales, inks, 
filing cabinets and a sunprint frame with chemicals, all to be 
charged to the colonial Development Fund.27

 Fry’s official title was town planning advisor to the resident 
Minister, and together with Drew, their role was to ‘provide draft 
or sketch plans for a selected number of the principal towns … to 
advise the government on the setting up of town planning 
legislation, and some kind of machinery for carrying it out, and for 
dealing with nearly everything that came our way’ (Fry, 1946, 
197). they were permitted to recruit their own team of staff 
(which amounted to just four assistants) and tried to persuade old 
friends to join them. peter shepheard (1913–2002) wrote to Fry 
just before christmas in 1943, ‘i have thought very hard about 

Figure 2  Fry and Drew in accra. photograph courtesy of John Morrison.
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your invitation to West africa and have decided that, as things 
stand at the moment, Mary [his wife] and i feel we cannot join 
you’. one of the main reasons for turning down the offer was the 
anticipation of the heat, with shepheard stating that, ‘i am no 
good myself at sticking even english heatwaves’.28 William (later 
lord) Holford was also making enquiries on Fry’s behalf, trying to 
arrange for staff.29 they eventually hired, amongst others, ‘Mr. 
tetlow, the first fully qualified West african architect’ (Fry, 1946, 
197).
 Fry dismissed all previous african attempts at ‘architecture’, and 
although he claimed they searched for architectural precedents, 
‘there was none. not in our own colonial buildings which were 
without character or the sort of response to natural conditions that 
we were seeking; nor in african building which taught us the 
value of shade but was of a passing order the beauty of which we 
could admire as it fell and decayed. . . .’30

 as a result and without any hint of reserve he claimed, ‘We 
were fated to make a new architecture out of our love for the 
place and our obedience to nature, and to make it with cement 
and steel, asbestos sheets, wood above the termite line, glass, paint 
and some stone later, and not much else’.31 
 Fry and Drew liked to give the impression that they were trail-
blazers inventing a new architecture in every continent they set 
foot in, when, in reality, they derived a considerable amount of 
their methods from others, not least in West africa from the public 
Works Department building guides and bulletins, produced under 
the direction of the engineer, sir Hubert edmund Walker. Mr. 
a.e.s alcock, the town and country planning officer at Kumasi, 

was also very active in developing ‘experimental housing’ at this 
time, and collaborated with Fry and Drew on a model self-build 
village.32 there was also considerable experimentation and building 
research undertaken by scientists concerned with tropical 
Medicine, and coupled with the ordinances of the royal engineers 
a considerable foundation of knowledge existed that Fry and Drew 
could capitalise upon (see for example, simpson, 1916; Balfour 
Kirk, 1931; Blacklock, 1932). nevertheless, Fry and Drew were 
not writing for the specialist engineer or hard-bitten Sapper – their 
booklet was aimed at the ‘District commissioners and District 
officers, the chiefs and native authorities’, as well as what they 
described as ‘the growing number of africans alive to the future of 
the place they live in’ (Fry, 1947, 72). it was to be an easy read, 
carefully laid out as a handy guide for the non-specialist, that could 
easily be slipped into the jacket pocket of a safari-suit and carried 
around the colonies. it brought together the conclusions and 
practical outworkings of a number of specialist guides, whilst 
maintaining the feel of a personal notebook-cum-travellers-
sketchpad, rather than a dry building manual with graphs and 
formulas for calculating bending moments and so on. 
 Most of the work in West africa at this time was pragmatic and 
rather unglamorous; at Bathurst, gambia, for example, the practice 
provided new layouts for drains, which previously flooded and even 
flowed the wrong way. in sierra leone they were asked to develop 
a plan for Freetown, but thought that a town plan was a ‘complete 
luxury, until the port has a new deep water quay and a proper 
system of water storage’ (Fry, 1946, 198).33 Freetown had the 
highest rainfall on the coast but still suffered water shortages in the 
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Dry season. a plan had been prepared by the public Works 
Department as early as 1929 to improve the water supply, but 
remained unexecuted – until the arrival of the large development 
grant and introduction of people like Fry and Drew, there seemed to 
be a lethargy in completing tasks such as these in the colonies (see 
colonial office, 1929).
 the gold coast was the pilot colony as it was close to their 
base in accra and was the location of the resident Minister’s 
office. Here they developed proposals for takoradi, sekondi, 
Kumasi, as well as in accra. they were not designing specific 
buildings but, in a similar vein to Fry’s early work with thomas 
adams (1871–1940) (see adams, et al., 1932), were making broad, 
strategic town planning proposals, such as linking the two ports of 
takoradi, and draining a marsh in Kumasi as well as building a 
bridge to connect the two parts of the town across the railway 
station. in accra the demand was for quality housing which Fry 
proposed should be set within parkland leading into the centre of 
the town (Figure 3). Fry maintained his old credo that architecture 
and town planning were one and the same, and attempts to 
separate the ‘art of town planning is retrograde…’ (Fry, 1947, 73), 
indeed a significant portion of this book is devoted to small 
planning interventions, such as the placing of roads around a 
village, the visibility of road junctions, social and public amenities 
as well as gardens and sports provision. there is considerable 
emphasis on building orientation, which if positioned correctly 
would not only keep the building cool, but also prevent soil 
erosion. Many of these principles involve siting the building 
parallel to the contours of a hill, rather than perpendicular to the 

gradient, an argument that was made by Fry’s old business partner, 
longstreth thompson (1891–1973) in 1923, albeit for the 
temperate climate (thompson, 1923). Fry and Drew also wrote 
about the location of protective tree belts, and gave guidance on 
how planting and building details can reduce mosquitoes and 
tsetse fly breeding. 
 in nigeria, Fry described the problems as ‘extremely difficult’; 
they made plans for small districts throughout lagos but these were 
deemed inadequate in a matter of months due to the ‘rush’ of new 
residents and government Departments wanting to develop certain 
large areas of land (Fry, 1946, 201).
 Fry’s ambition for the planning of lagos and surrounding towns 
was stunted by the rapidly changing conditions, the inability to 
enforce planning and the rate at which land was developed 
illegally. recognising the limits, they set about trying to organise 
transport routes and simple measures such as proposing sufficient 
open space to flank each road. acknowledging the arduous task, 
and the limits of what could be achieved, Fry conceded ‘all we 
concerned ourselves with, was to provide a plan which would 
make a road structure likely to work, and which would safeguard 
the remaining open spaces, of which there are very few’ (Fry, 
1946, 201). Drew described how the extended ‘ribbon 
development along main roads’ was particularly ‘rampant’, and 
they wanted to avoid this by encouraging more development with 
village clusters.34 although Drew was more focused on improving 
welfare and amenity, she outlined some of the pragmatic objectives 
of their dwelling designs, the findings of which are illustrated in 
this volume; ‘we had to collect water from the roofs of buildings to 
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Figure 3  Fry’s plan for accra
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re-use when purified. We had to design buildings that could be 
used without air-conditioning. We had to work out shading 
devices. We would have to build in concrete for the structure, as 
no other material was available.’35

 in addition she set up extensive consultations with the future 
inhabitants, and having gained a basic grasp of the local languages 
was able to develop a rapport with the africans.36 she explained 
that ‘for any job it is worth consulting, where possible, all those 
who work in and use such buildings and get direct reaction, and to 
regard the building as something which will help to produce the 
required work and the required atmosphere’.37 
 in order to explain their town planning proposals further, they 
organised an exhibition in their office and invited the local 
dignitaries, ‘who arrived in full regalia with their umbrella bearers 
before them….we had a certain success with the chiefs who were 
quite quick at seeing what improvements town planning could 
bring’.38

 they developed simple methods of providing ‘latrines, easy 
ways of digging wells. We found out what trees to grow’ (Fry, 
1975, 58). all this information they tried to represent graphically 
in this volume, using as few words as possible and without 
technical jargon. they looked to address the problems of water 
supply, sanitation and laundering in particular. if these three 
elements could be improved, better health would follow, as well as 
reducing physical effort and the time expended on such mundane 
chores. they also attempted to use local materials and building 
techniques, including ‘stabilized earth’ (that is, soil and clay mixed 
with portland cement) which formed a durable, cheap building 

material that could be built using widespread skills. these houses 
were also cooler than the houses in the city that, as a result of the 
bye-laws, had to be constructed from concrete blocks. However, 
Drew described how this method was rejected when ‘the africans 
realised they [the houses] were in fact made largely of mud. then 
we got a back-lash. it was political, if concrete was right for the 
europeans it must be right for them.’39

 as a result of this experience, and the subsequent publication of 
this book in 1947, the couple were in the right place at the right 
time. their contract as town planning advisors was rapidly 
coming to an end, and with only the prospect of a ‘starchy english 
diet of schools and housing’ (atkinson, 1953, 17) available in the 
uK, they were keen to obtain well-paid work in the tropics. 
governor gurney explained to Fry that ‘the British government 
has promised us £200m to develop the colonies after the war and 
we propose to have a good bite of it. We could send to london 
for one of those big stuck-up architects, however, what about you 
two?’ (as quoted in Fry, 1975, 56)
 they had to undergo additional interviews and pass the 
selection committees,40 but their prior experience of the region 
made them clear favourites for the large proposed education builds, 
including a new university and no fewer than thirteen schools, 
colleges and many other associated buildings. Fry and Drew did 
not remain in West africa to undertake this subsequent work, and 
were keen to establish a london practice, relying on junior staff to 
run the jobs on site. When expressing their interest in the work, 
Fry stated, ‘we feel that the working drawings should be done in 
london because they would involve a staff of many qualified 
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assistants working closely with and in touch with the technical and 
trade resources of the capital’.41 this enabled them to build up a 
much larger office, with the central hub located in the metropolis 
from which they could direct numerous building projects around 
the world.
 in addition to the work in africa, they designed buildings in the 
oil Fields of the Middle east, and worked with le corbusier and 
pierre Jeanneret on the design of chandigarh, india between 
1951–1954. Whilst absent in india, they missed out on a series of 
rapid developments in the field of tropical architecture, which 
resulted in a major conference on the topic held at university 
college london in 1953 (Foyle, 1954). the conference was a 
maturation of the canon, and the assembling of practitioners with 
considerable expertise from around the world, but its ‘innocence’ 
and claims of technical impartiality should be tempered within the 
broader political context. tropical Modernist architecture was 
being presented as a neutral alternative to the now politically 
unpalatable colonial architecture. the style of architecture may 
have changed, but the underlying networks of power and 
influence remained (colonial skin, white modernist masks) (see, 
crinson, 2003; and le roux, 2003).
 shortly after Fry and Drew returned from india, the tropical 
architecture course was established at the aa with Fry leading the 
unit until 1957, when otto Koenigsberger took over (having also 
previously worked in india on various building and town planning 
projects, see Koenigsberger, 1952). Fry and Drew continued to 
work throughout the world, including in Mauritius, sri lanka and 
singapore. their research activities also continued, and they wrote 

two further books on tropical architecture, further contributing to 
the tropical anthology that was emerging as the forbearer of today’s 
sustainability debate (Fry and Drew, 1956; and Fry and Drew, 1964).
 ‘We will leave behind us, therefore, some guide to the principle 
of village planning – exactly what we would ourselves use in the 
sort of help we gave this place – in the form of a booklet to be 
called Village Housing in the Tropics (Fry, 1947, 72).
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Notes

 1 their material is housed at the royal institute of British architects, 
the national archives as well as in various private family archives.

 2 “Mr. e. c. gregory.” letter from Jane Drew to The Times [london, 
england] 14 Feb. 1959: 10. The Times Digital Archive. Web. 13 June 
2012. see also Jane Drew Biography, unpublished Manuscript, John 
Morrison archive, p34–35. Fry described it as a ‘marital triangle with 
peter (e. c. gregory) in the third, and yet commanding position’, 
Maxwell Fry’s Memoirs, ‘Building’, undated, riBa archive, F&D 
14/4, 61.

 3 e. Maxwell Fry, ‘a collection of texts by Maxwell Fry’, 1958–1974, 
riBa archive, F&D 13/5, 1.

 4 For more on Jane’s life and career see Jane Drew Biography, John Mor-
rison archive, unpublished manuscript and Drew, J. ‘reflections on 
My life and Work’, Fry and Drew collection, riBa archive, 
F&D/25/3

 5 Maxwell Fry, ‘Maxwell Fry Memoirs, “england” chapter 1’, riBa 
archive, F&D/20/1, 4

 6 other residents included, richard llewellyn-Davies and peter Moro.
 7 architects over the age of twenty-five were exempt from military 

service and were to be only employed in ways that utilised their pro-
fessional training. they were used to complete the large works 
required by the armed forces. see Jackson, a. (1970).The politics of 
architecture: a history of modern architecture in Britain (london, the archi-
tectural press), 78.
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 8 Maxwell Fry, ‘ Maxwell Fry Memoirs, “england” chapter 1’, p37, 
riBa archive, F&D/20/1. it was at Derby that he wrote Fine Build-
ing, Faber, 1944

 9 For example, robert gardner-Medwin was posted to the West indies, 
percy Johnson-Marshall to Burma, William Henderson to turkey.

10 Maxwell Fry, ‘Maxwell Fry, Full autobiography, 1985’, riBa 
archive, F&D/20/2, 48.

11 Maxwell Fry, ‘Maxwell Fry, Full autobiography, 1985’, riBa 
archive, F&D/20/2, 54.

12 Maxwell Fry, ‘Maxwell Fry, Full autobiography, 1985’, riBa 
archive, F&D/20/2, 55.

13 letter from Hans Feibusch, dated 30 november 1942, ‘correspon-
dence to and from Maxwell Fry, 1942–1947’, riBa archive 
F&D/12/1.

14 letter from charles reilly to Fry dated 4 september 1942, ‘corre-
spondence to and from Maxwell Fry, 1942–1947’ riBa archive 
F&D/12/1.

15 Maxwell Fry, ‘Maxwell Fry, Full autobiography, 1985’, riBa 
archive, F&D/20/2, 56.

16 see letter from Fry to Drew, 4th april 1943, riBa archives, 
F&D/18/3. 

17 a collection of texts by Maxwell Fry, 1958–1974, riBa archive, 
F&D 13/5, 1.

18 Jane Drew, ‘Fragments of Jane Drew’s autobiography and relating 
documents, 1983’, riBa archive, F&D/25/1, 13.

19 e. Maxwell Fry, ‘Maxwell Fry, Full autobiography, 1985’, riBa 
archive, F&D/20/2, 89

20 interview with author, 26th october 2011.
21 Jane Drew, ‘Biography’, John Morrison archive, 38. see also letter 

from trevor Dannatt to charles reilly regarding the bombing of Miss 
Drew’s office, 21 september 1944, liverpool university special col-
lections and archives, D207/4/5.

22 Jane Drew Biography, 38.
23 letter to Fry from secretary of state, colonial office dated, 14 

December 1943 ‘correspondence to and from Maxwell Fry, 
1942–1947’ riBa archive F&D/12/1.

24 Drew was permitted to continue with the Architects’ Year Book.
25 letter from Fry to K.e. robinson, colonial office dated, 19 

november 1943 “correspondence to and from Maxwell Fry, 
1942–1947” riBa archive F&D/12/1.

26 letter from Fry to Mssrs griffiths Mcallister ltd., , 11 December 1943 
“correspondence to and from Maxwell Fry, 1942–1947” riBa 
archive F&D/12/1.

27 letter from Fry to Mr. Bratreet, crown agents to the colonies, dated, 
1 December 1943 “correspondence to and from Maxwell Fry, 
1942–1947” riBa archive F&D/12/1. in 1945 a colonial and 
Development and Welfare act was passed providing a total of £120m 
to be spent on various projects throughout the British colonies, over a 
ten year period – this funded Fry and Drew’s projects as well as later 
ones such as the schools and universities. see colonial office, ‘colo-
nial Development and Welfare: Despatch Dated 12th november 1945 
from the secretary of state for the colonies to colonial govern-
ments’, (london: H. M.s.o., 1945).

28 letter from peter shepheard to Fry dated 8 December 1943, ‘corre-
spondance to and from Maxwell Fry, 1942–1947’ riBa archive 
F&D/12/1. perhaps shepheard overcame his aversion to the heat, as 
he later put forward his cV to be selected for the chandigarh project 
in 1950; see chandigarh gallery & Museum archive, ‘selection of 
architects and town planners for chandigarh’, lt-0006.

29 they discussed someone called, ‘spreull’, with whom Fry had appar-
ently once danced the can-can, and ‘the other is a girl, - is that a 
bar?’

30 Fry, e. M ‘Fry’s Memoires’ Fry and Drew collection, riBa archive, 
F&D/14/4, 16.

31 Fry, e. M ‘Fry’s Memoires’ Fry and Drew collection, riBa archive, 
F&D/14/4, 16.

32 see the national archives, london, Housing schemes Kumasi, 
1945–6, co96/781/1.
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33 ships had to ‘dock’ at sea and rely on smaller surf boats to bring in/out 
the goods resulting in an inefficient and time consuming process.

34 Jane Drew Biography, 38. 
35 Jane Drew Biography, 38. 
36 Drew, J. ‘reflections on My life and Work’, Fry and Drew collec-

tion, riBa archive, F&D/25/3, 3.
37 Jane Drew Biography, 43.

38 Drew, J “complete Biography” Fry and Drew collection, riBa 
archive, F&D/30/1, 74.

39 Drew, J “complete Biography” Fry and Drew collection, riBa 
archive, F&D/30/1, 74.

40 see the national archive records, BW90/309.
41 letter from Fry to the colonial office, 9 october 1947, national 

archives, BW 90/309.
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